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10.

After studying diligently for weeks, Emily felt confident that she had acquired _ knowledge
to pass the exam successfully.

(A) countless (B) efficient (C) sufficient (D) precautious

Jacob submitted his job  online and eagerly awaited a response, hoping to hear back from the

company soon.

(A) education (B) relation (C) subscription (D) application

The company hasto  unnecessary expenses if it wishes to increase profits.

(A) refresh (B) treat (C) ignore (D) eliminate

After the surgery, the patient’s condition worsened , prompting the medical team to reassess

and adjust the treatment urgently.

(A) unexpectedly (B) conventionally (C) effectively (D) previously

The  between maintaining tradition and pursuing economic growth has been a heatedly debated
issue in many cultural discussions.

(A) addict (B) conflict (C) influence (D) function

Health officials are urging people to get vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of being
____with the seasonal flu.

(A) affected (B) infected (C) detected D) selected

The Lin family enjoyed spending time together doing  chores on weekends like cleaning,
cooking, and gardening.

(A) physical (B) domestic (C) durable (D) genuine

Stella knows how important it is to stay connected, so she always keeps her phone charger

in her bag in case the battery runs low.

(A) handy (B) suitable (C) remarkable (D) apparent

Out of love, parents sometimes goto _ to protect their children, doing everything they can to
keep them safe and secure.

(A) contacts (B) cells (C) extremes (D) yards

After several famous Korean idols choseto _ suicide, there has been an increased awareness
of the need for mental health support within the K-pop community.

(A) organize (B) judge (C) direct (D) commit
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Pollinators are disappearing, which is a big problem. It affects not only our ecosystems but also

our well-being. Bees, butterflies, wasps, beetles, bats, flies, and hummingbirds are all important pollinators.
Unfortunately, these pollinators are decreasing globally because of 11. , pesticide use, and climate
change. The possibility of a global food shortage due to the extinction of bees is worrying. Unfortunately,
Robot bees offer a potential solution to this problem. Researchers and engineers around the world have
been trying out the ways 12. robots can perform the tasks of real bees. Robot bees are machines
designed to imitate the work of real bees. They are mainly used for pollination but can also monitor
hive health.

Perhaps the biggest challenge for robot bees is to perform the tasks of real bees. Real bees can fly
for hours and remain stable in wind and rain. They can find flowers that are miles away from their hives

and use advanced senses of smell and sight to locate the right flowers and the right parts of those flowers
to collect and 13. pollen. These abilities and behaviors come naturally to real bees after millions

of years of 14. . However, they are extremely difficult for even the smartest robots to replicate. Despite
this challenge, we may not have much choice. The global population is expected to increase by 25 percent

to about 10 billion people by 2050. To meet the demand, food production will need to increase significantly,
as will the number of pollinators. We may need the assistance of robot bees to help us 15. these

challenges.
11. (A) automatic transmission (B) habitat destruction

(C) further investigation (D) general consensus
12. (A) which (B) what (C) for which (D) in which
13. (A) prevent (B) represent (C) deposit (D) subtract
14. (A) permission (B) evolution (C) separation (D) definition
15. (A) resort to (B) call for (C) show off (D) cope with

55 16. & 20. FHAREAE
Studying effectively is essential for academic success. Developing good study habits can help students

excel and achieve their academic goals. One key aspect of effective studying is time management. By
creating and  16.  a study schedule, students can allocate enough time to each subject. Besides managing
time, students should also focus on critical comprehension. Merely memorizing information may not
be enough for long-term success. Instead, they should aim to understand the underlying concepts and

principles. This deeper understanding will make 17. easier to apply knowledge in different contexts

and improve retention.

Another important aspect of effective studying is seeking clarification when 18. difficulties.

Students should not hesitate to ask teachers or peers for help. Discussing challenging topics with others

can facilitate learning and lead to a better grasp of the subject matter. Additionally, using a variety of
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study methods can enhance learning. Techniques such as summarizing ihformation, making mind maps,
and practicing past exam questions can be very beneficial. These methods help reinforce understanding
and identify any gaps in knowledge.

Moreover, maintaining a balanced lifestyle is crucial. Students should 19. they get enough rest,
exercise, and leisure activities. A healthy mind and body can significantly improve concentration and
productivity.  20. , effective studying involves good time management, critical comprehension, seeking
help when needed, using diverse study techniques, and maintaining a balanced lifestyle. By adopting

these practices, students can improve their academic performance and achieve their goals.

16. (A) adapting to (B) sticking to (C) applying to (D) referring to
17. (A) it (B) this (C) so (D) that

18. (A) generating (B) launching (C) deliberating (D) encountering
19. (A) blend (B) acquire (C) ensure (D) spray

20. (A) By contrast (B) In summary (C) Until now (D) For example

=CNEBE (51049)
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55 21. F 30. RERRELH

Have you ever been bombarded with various criticisms from different people but chosen to ignore

them and insist that you are right? In this case, you may have experienced the Dunning-Kruger effect.
The concept of the Dunning-Kruger effect 21. in a 1999 paper by Cornell University psychologists

David Dunning and Justin Kruger. The participants took a test assessing their logic, grammar, and sense

of humor, and the results revealed that those who performed poorly ~ 22. their skills as far above average.
The Dunning-Kruger effect is a(n) 23. bias in which individuals tend to overestimate their

knowledge or ability in a specific area. Twomain _24. can explain this. Firstly, lacking metacognition,

people describe themselves as above average in intelligence, humor, and other skills, which restrains
them from 25. their real capabilities and learning progress. Thus, they can’t acknowledge their

incompetence. Secondly, this  26.  shows that some people lack the self-awareness to evaluate their
skills. As a(n) 27. , after they acquire a small amount of knowledge in a particular field, the
phenomenon occurs. They are satisfied with the content they’ve obtained, which  28.  inappropriate
confidence. This inflated confidence makes them feel like experts suddenly.

To avoid this effect, people should make a constant effort to learn about a new topic and challenge

themselves to consider that their 29. might be wrong. Only after continuing to explore a new subject

do they realize how extensive it is and how far they should go before mastering it. In addition, people
ought to seek  30. from peers while learning so as not to become overconfident. Following these
tips can help people avoid falling into the trap of the Dunning-Kruger effect.

(A) rated (B) cognitive (C) originated (D) enhances (E) tendency

(F) causes (G) consequence (H) perceiving (I) feedback (J) assumptions
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Since the year of 1927, TIME magazine has annually selected a Person of the Year, who represents

the individual most influencing the headlines over the past year. Traditionally, this honor has often
been awarded to male figures, mostly politicians or business magnates.  31.

However, in 2023, the person that emerged as the most distinguished and the brightest star defied these
conventional roles entirely. Taylor Swift was everywhere in 2023, breaking records and filling stadiums.
She reached a never-before-seen level of impact, blending artistry and commerce in an incomparable
manner. She has obtained matchless achievements, including notching more No. 1 albums than any
other female artist in history.  32.  Particularly significant was Swift’s ability to create a space for
thousands and thousands of people to rediscover the communal experiences that were taken from us
during the pandemic, offering joy to the fans each night at her monumentally successful Eras Tour. Swift
transcended national borders to become a ray of positivity for countless individuals. Her ability to
connect with people on a global scale surpasses that of any other contemporary figure.  33.  Literal
effect caused by her fans, who call themselves Swifties, was shown on data everywhere.

Moreover, Swift’s impact extended beyond mere statistics. She bravely embraced her own
vulnerabilities, inspiring others to do the same and fostering a sense of self-awareness among her audience.
Through her own journey, she crafted a narrative that resonated with millions and provided them with

not just entertainment but also a mirror for self-reflection.
34. For her remarkable ability to create a world that embraced diversity and brought happiness

to a society in need, Taylor Swift rightfully earned the title of TIME’s 2023 Person of the Year.
(A) Her influence was evident worldwide.
(B) Numerous U.S. Presidents, leaders of Russia or Popes have been receivers of this recognition.
(C) Through entertaining and songwriting, this talented artist did what she loves and does better than
others.
(D) Some may attribute Swift’s success to the planets and the fate, but that just overlooks her good

ideas and power moves.
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Law enforcement authorities have achieved a notable breakthrough in destroying LockBit, identified

by Europol as the “world’s largest ransomware operation.” Led by the National Crime Agency (NCA)
of the United Kingdom, a union of international agencies collaborated in “Operation Cronos,” aimed
at disrupting the activities of the ransomware-as-a-service gang. The NCA’s infiltration of LockBit’s

network resulted in the arrest of two suspects and the seizure of over 200 cryptocurrency accounts.
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Operation Cronos, involving agencies from various countries such as the United States, France,
Germany, and others, led to the closure of 28 servers and LockBit’s public leak site. Additionally, the
NCA acquired LockBit’s source code, decryption keys, and crucial intelligence on the gang’s operations.

Moreover, the operation unveiled that ransomware gangs often maintain victims’ data even after
receiving ransom payments, indicating the criminals’ untrustworthiness. Data belonging to paying victims
was discovered on LockBit’s systems, highlighting the lack of assurance from criminals. Europol disclosed
the identification of over 14,000 “rogue accounts” used by LockBit and gained LockBit’s custom data
leakage tool, known as StealBit.

This collaborative international effort stresses the significance of cooperation in combating cybercrime.
The dismantling of LockBit represents a significant milestone in the fight against ransomware, emphasizing
the importance of ongoing collaboration among law enforcement agencies worldwide.

35. What was the primary objective of “Operation Cronos” as mentioned in the article?
(A) To enhance cybersecurity measures worldwide.
(B) To destroy the LockBit ransomware group.
(C) To promote international cooperation among law enforcement agencies.
(D) To investigate cybercrimes in various countries.
36. What did the operation reveal about the behavior of ransomware gangs, as mentioned in the passage?
(A) After receiving ransom payments, they instantly return data to the victims.
(B) They frequently cooperate with law enforcement agencies to resolve cases.
(C) They retain victims’ data even after ransom payments have been received.
(D) They rarely possess custom data leakage tools.
37. What significant assets were tracked down during the operation against LockBit?
(A) Over 28 Bitcoin wallets.
(B) Their source code and decryption keys.
(C) 200 servers hosted by ransomware operations.
(D) Bank account details of victims.
38. According to the article, what is emphasized as crucial in fighting cybercrime?
(A) Developing advanced encryption methods.
(B) International cooperation among law enforcement agencies.
(C) Expanding monitoring on dark web activities.
)

(D) Providing ransom payments to hackers.

55 39. & 4. B REN

A QR Code, a quick-response code, is a special kind of barcode made up of a square pattern with

black and white squares. QR Code was designed by a Japanese engineer, Masahiro Hara. After completing
studies at Hosei University, Hara joined Denso, a subsidiary of the Toyota Group. In 1992, he was assigned
to create a new 2D code for tracking automotive components efficiently. Inspired by a game of go during
lunch break, Hara realized that its black and white pattern could encode data. He thus conducted research
to design optimal position patterns for readability of the code. Finally, he successfully created QR code in

1994, which revolutionized tracking systems.
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The uses of QR codes vary across different contexts. They provide virtual event access, offer
multimedia content, and facilitate mobile shopping experiences. As for shopping, QR codes streamline
payments, store bank details securely, and support various digital payment platforms. Take restaurants
for example. QR codes make it possible for consumers to view menus, place orders, and make payments
without lining up or interacting with staff, which ensures safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
thus enhances convenience in dining experiences. Other industries also benefit from QR codes. Obviously,
the widespread adoption underscores QR codes’ role in modernizing retail and hospitality industries.

However, QR codes are not without shortcomings. First, not every smartphone can scan QR codes
directly, which sometimes requires users to download additional apps. Second, they rely on the Internet
connectivity. Users who are denied Internet access may fail to use them. Third, there is always the risk of
personal data being leaked through scanning a seemingly legitimate QR code. Last, QR codes provide
one-way communication only, hindering effective interactions, particularly in customer support settings.
Despite the drawbacks mentioned above, it is believed that QR code technology will evolve, and its
role in advancing technology industry is expected to persist.

39. What is the purpose of this passage?
(A) To illustrate the history of QR codes since the industrial revolution.
(B) To explain the way QR codes are generated and their structure.
(C) To compare and contrast different types of QR codes.
(D) To present an overall introduction to QR codes.
40. What does the word “underscore” mean in the second paragraph?
(A) To produce.
(B) To disappear.
(C) To emphasize.
(D) To deliver.
41. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?
(A) Scanning QR codes may violate users’ privacy and reveal personal information.
(B) Restaurant customers using QR codes may speed up the spread of disease.
(C) Masahiro Hara got his ideas of encoding QR codes from the chess.
(D) People scanning QR codes may get immediate interaction or feedback.
42. Which of the following proverbs and quotes best describes Masahiro Hara’s life experience, according
to the passage?
(A) People who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones at others.
(B) Those who can imagine anything, can create the impossible.
(C) Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of real education.
)

(D) Living without an aim is like sailing without a compass.
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Travel is a right that everyone should be able to enjoy, whether they are disabled or not. To allow

everyone to experience our amazing world, we need to make travel accessible to all. While some disabilities
are noticeable, others are not. Airports in North America and Europe are now taking steps to help travelers
with invisible disabilities feel less stressed and anxious.

A new program in these airports aims to assist travelers with invisible disabilities like dementia,
Alzheimer’s, brain injuries, autism, and mild cognitive impairment. As part of this program, sunflower
lanyards are given to these travelers to identify their memory or sensory needs. Some airports also
provide quiet rooms, noise-cancelling headphones, and support from airline staff.

This initiative began at London’s Gatwick Airport in 2016, where discreet lanyards were introduced
for passengers with invisible disabilities to show they might need extra help or time while traveling.
The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower lanyard program started by Gatwick Airport is now used in over
200 airports worldwide.

The aim of the Sunflower lanyard is to give people with hidden disabilities the confidence to travel
independently, knowing they will get the support they need at every part of their journey — from the
terminal to boarding, during the flight, and upon arrival. There is a false belief that people with disabilities
do not want to or cannot travel. In reality, they do and they can. The lanyards inform airport staff that
these travelers might need more attention, patience, or help.

43. What is this passage mainly about?
(A) Airports take a new step to reduce pressure on people with invisible disabilities.
(B) Sunflower lanyards aren’t just for travelers at the airports but for people in daily life.
(C) Travel is a right that should be accessible by everyone who would like a trip.
(D) Staff and crew in the airports treat the passengers with extra patience and help.
44. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?
(A) The Sunflower lanyard is a new method to help people with hidden disabilities can travel alone.
(B) In European and North American airports, a new policy helps tourists with invisible disabilities
to release pressure.
(C) Thousands of businesses across the globe have joined the global Sunflower network.
(D) The group of experts in dementia and Alzheimer’s helped use lanyards in educational institutions.
45. Where could this passage most likely be found?
(A) A travel guideline.
(B) A healthcare magazine.
(C) A fashion catalogue.
(D) A medical journal.
46. Which of the following best describes the author’s attitude toward sunflower lanyards?
(A) Sarcastic. (B) Critical. (C) Positive. (D) Entertaining.
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Preserving embryos and young creatures as fossils is very unusual because their tiny skeletons are

easily scattered or destroyed before they can turn into fossils. However, marine animals like ichthyosaurs
have a better chance of being preserved because they lived in environments where erosion was less likely.
Still, successful fossilization depended on factors like slow decomposition of soft tissues, fewer scavengers,
calm waters, and rapid burying process.

Chinese scientists have found fossils of ichthyosaurs dating back about 250 million years in South
Majiashan, China. An ichthyosaur mother was found carrying at least three offspring. One is under the
mother’s body. The second is halfway out of the birth canal, making this fossil unique. The third is still
inside her, waiting to be born. A more abundant fossil finding is located in dark, oily marine rocks in
Holzmaden, Germany. There, thousands of well-preserved fossils dating back about 190 million years
have been discovered, including ichthyosaurs, fish, and other sea creatures. What’s remarkable is that
many of these ichthyosaurs contain preserved embryos. These embryos, found in various layers of the
rock, suggest that the area was a favored spot for ichthyosaurs to give birth over time. The embryos
are quite developed, with well-formed paddles, and one is even found in the birth canal. Additionally,
there are many fossils of newborns measuring between 20 and 30 inches long.

The quality of ichthyosaur fossil preservation in Holzmaden is outstanding. However, scientists
are puzzled by the abundance of pregnant ichthyosaurs and young ones found there, especially considering

their rarity elsewhere. This question remains intriguing, and researchers have yet to provide a definitive

answer.
47. -48. NI EC £ R - E%fi‘éjiatﬁizﬁﬂ—i_ Ty EEE (word) HATSI4]
TZERBT - WHANEEREMEENFRE  [EE TR  sRAIERE - 15T

BENE - SERE—EEH (word) - (Ei]‘i »443)

The passage notes that marine animals, like ichthyosaurs, had a higher chance of preservation

when the breakdown of their soft tissues occurred 47. , and their remains were buried  48.

49. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true of the fossil deposits mentioned in the passage.
(ZE-E > 457)
(A) Ichthyosaurs lived in freshwater environments.

(B) Holzmaden yields thousands of well-preserved fossils.

D) Holzmaden’s fossils are mainly male ichthyosaurs.

)
)

(C) The embryos found are poorly developed.

D)

E) Ichthyosaurs lived in environments less prone to erosion.
)

(
(

F) Young ichthyosaurs are common in fossil sites worldwide.
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50. Which noun phrase in the passage means “the channel through which a baby animal passes in order to

be born naturally”?
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hesitate v. 4§72 grasp v. EEfif ~ SHE

enhance v. #4Jj[ ~ 58 beneficial adj. HFIHY
reinforce v. 58{E ~ JII%E  crucial adj. BRFERT - EEEAY
= XEEE
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faAr - AR AT 4SBT those who performed poorly ... their skills
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B4 BUEEZERA) -
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WHE G
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AT - MEIEAS R FIET ‘which restrains them from ...” » HERE#
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26. (E) EHE P
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R - s D —EAEEE R LR R TiE
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27.G) EHE P
A SEREE N2 EHTEEAY R 58 as a consequence HYFTE » H
A& SRS RILLEE A T ) RRFEaSCE - B
#(G) e
28. D) BHE H
mr - IEREEAYE which BlG AL ARRImE )RR B E
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29.(1) $EH R B
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their might be wrong & F 55 » 1] assumptions
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30. (I) HHE P
AT IR R T KA EE o seek Ky BN
TEARE— (B E 2 - RSO EERD) -
EEY - mERFE
bombard v. REFEE 5 & B4R H R
originate v. 37 ; ZRE psychologists n. [\EEEEZR
cognitive adj. SUAIAY metacognition n. 1&E&ERHN
restrain v. 24 (R
incompetence n. fHERE
tendency n. {H[A ; =[]
phenomenon n. IRE
inflated adj. ¥5EHY
assumption n. & 5 %0
- RELE
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31.(8) HHE P
¢ LREARE _F— /] Traditionally, this honor has often been
awarded to male figures, mostly politicians or business
magnates. 3R EET » 2 ZEEBEB) Numerous U.S. Presidents,
leaders of Russia or Popes have been receivers of this
recognition. 2L fE BT FrHE £HY politicians or business
magnates °
32.(C) 5% PRk
fEdr ¢ ZEASHIN AR B SR B4R D — TE A MR EL Y 7 Rk &
ITFORGE » SRR IR 2 - B SR EIMIEL 52
AR EA 2 MR R B SRR B B AR R
JE T ZZ(CHIRAFES ... this talented artist did what she loves
and does better than others °
33. ) ®HE PR
AT ¢ HLRE W] DUMRE N — 4] Literal effect caused by her fans ... was
shown on data everywhere. ¥ 1 £33 75 (A) Her influence
was evident worldwide fHITEE -
34.D) S5 B P{REE
faAr  HEERESHEN TESIBESCEIRG 0 WEEEX
RéEama] - T{EBERE R A - ZEO)R A
FF o 5 | B A T S — B [ S s — ARSI E
2L B AIET e (HRAUERS) 2023 EERE
NPIHITRZE -
EHEY - AEARE
magnate n. TRGFRETE recognition n. 538
distinguished adj. EEAY defy v. PKEL
notch v. FafS communal adj. N3:H)  pandemic n. KRITIR
monumentally adv. 403t 5 JEEH 5 fx B
transcend v. #8#k evident adj. BEEERY
literal adj. FHEBY ; BFHY 5 IRAHY
vulnerability n. fE5ME © 95 foster v. S5E 5 B9
resonate with v. Bi---FEA4 LIS
attribute to v. 38---EFAF: -
A~ BISRURIES
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enforcement n. ¥y% authorities n. EfF 5 EHEE
breakthrough n. B KZEHY ransomware n. SZdRELS
collaborated v. &{F infiltration n. ;2%
cryptocurrency n. &  decryption n. fiEEE
unveiled v. f&---/AEEFY  untrustworthiness n. RNMEE(S(T
rogue adj. B'HEHJ dismantling n. FEERRAREL
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D¥eft QR HHHVEAR 4T -
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40.(©) 5K PIREE
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41. (A)
A L AREESCEE - T YIBMERR IR IERERT ?
(A QR HHEIAE S I (7 A B HIREFANL B RIRME A
& -

B){EFH QR HHHTEBERAE U] e & A GIRAVEE
O B =EFEFHE PR E T 475 QR BHAVERE -
Dy QR HEHI A B RE SR B BEo b -

42.(B) #HEPRS

At ARBXE - T —a)REREEE R R R B RV A

TEEKES 7
AWECTHES - EBfth AR -
BRESIEGAE M EEAIA » TTLABIEAR BIEE -
COEEnAE—EREEHENEE -
DrEE BRERA SR EUS B BEAIATT -

EEF - wEREE

barcode n. {&HE pattern n. [E|ZE subsidiary n. F/AH]

automotive adj. JSEERY encode v. 4FHE optimal adj. E{EH

streamline v. {EfE{L retail n. ZEE shortcoming n. FREL

hinder v. [H#F drawback n. HiEBL  persist v. 4fERF
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A EBRSUF T REMNTEAE ?
(A5 PR EURTHE HE RS R 1 5 LR E IR 1T
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44.B) 5K PwmEE
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B LIERHTIRE RS -
O2RETRAEECIIASIRE HZEELE -
D)iE{EHE S H A EEN T BIESR S » BB EH

FEGEF T HI4E -
45. (B) ¥HE PR
AT BB ERR FTRETE R 7

ApREF R °
(O i H#%

(B)R& B PR {d RS -
OREHAT -

46. (C) 5 R PREE
At T HIT—TE R AE R L e 1) H SRR RE R 7
AFER - BHEEE- OEmE - DA% -
HET - mERE

disabled adj. B (\EHE dementia n. ZEEE

Alzheimer’s n. [AZLBERE  autism n. EHEE

cognitive impairment n. FEFIEEE

sunflower lanyards n. [A] HZ&H4E

sensory adj. EE discreet adj. {K5f initiative n. ¥rigjE
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embryo n. R4 skeleton n. HE& ~ BE

ichthyosaur n. (&g erosion n. (2%

decomposition n. 43fi# scavenger n. BIEEWY) ; FHER
paddle n. ffiE birth canal n. FEHE

pregnant adj. ¥Z2HY intriguing adj. 5| AHY
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{In response to

y the aging population problem
Responding to

. . in Taiwan,
the problem of aging population

to

offered

//the government has }
provided

} long-term care services// < in order to

so as to

reduce the burden on families.

the elderly )
no longer able to live
2. When {theold people; are // o
not capable of living
the elders

independently { } , I/ they {requlre} {a v?rlety Of} service
anymore need various

{chollces} // to {helP } them in their {daﬂy } lives.

options assist everyday
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During this winter break, I took a “quacky” journey in Kaohsiung
because of the attraction of the “Rubber Duck”. Kaohsiung was transformed
into a vibrant and bustling city as the adorable Rubber Duck became
the talk of the press in Taiwan. The streets were crowded with excited
locals and tourists, all eager to catch a glimpse of this charming art
installation floating gracefully on Love River. As my family strolled
along the riverbank, I couldn’t help but notice the sheer joy and enthusiasm
radiating from the crowds gathering to admire the iconic duck. The
sunny weather made it an even more delightful day for a leisurely walk
around the city.

Art installations like the rubber duck have a profound impact on
a city’s image and tourism. They not only add a unique charm to the
cityscape but.also become symbols of community identity and pride.
Drawing from my travel experiences, I found that such installations
significantly boost local tourism. They attract visitors who contribute
to local business and furthermore foster economic growth. For instance,
the rubber duck installation in Kaohsiung has created a tourism boom
and generated substantial economic benefits for both local stores and
street vendors. This demonstrates the power of art installations in shaping
a city’s image and driving its tourism industry. In conclusion, art
installations like the rubber duck in Kaohsiung play a crucial role in
enhancing city’s image and rejuvenating tourism. They bring joy to the
locals, attract tourists, and contribute to the local economy, making them
an effective strategy for cities to embrace.
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1. Max did a good job of his speech this morning; a lot of us were moved to tears by his heartfelt

words and powerful message.

(A) advising (B) delivering (C) capturing (D) recalling

2. Experts examined the building blueprint carefully to make sure the structure can _ strong winds
and earthquakes.
(A) approve (B) conceal (C) sprinkle (D) withstand

3. Assomeone who thriveson _ challenges, Oman quit his job last week because the work was

boring and repetitive.
(A) blank (B) novel (C) vacant (D) ethical
4. Provided with details of the criminal’s facial features, the sketch artist was able to create a

drawing to help the public look for him.

(A) demanding (B) prompt (C) specific (D) earnest

5. Judyhas ___ confidence in her project and has no doubt that she will win first prize eventually.
(A) absolute (B) logical (C) tolerant (D) intimate

6. Your theory may notapply  since it overlooks cultural and regional differences in other countries.
(A) shallowly (B) critically (C) conversely (D) universally

7. The security guards checked our bags to make sure they didn’t containany items like guns
or knives.
(A) prohibited (B) disturbed (C) submitted D) enclosed

8. Itis nearly impossible to make the  between the two designs since they resemble each other
closely.
(A) impression (B) distinction (C) association (D) commitment

9. Showingstrong  , Cory is determined to persist till the very end of the competition.
(A) disorder (B) elegance (C) resolution (D) imitation

10. Vincent has gotused to a life of | which is why he was upset when I asked him to wait in line

like everyone else.

(A) instinct (B) privilege (C) triumph (D) tendency
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Kyoto is no doubt loved by tourists far and wide. Yet, 11. issues upset local Kyoto residents

more than tourists overcrowding public places, chatting at high volumes, and littering carelessly.  12.

overtourism, these are the top three major issues for locals. Other less annoying by-products of excessive
tourism include the overloaded transportation system and garbage system, neither of which can  13.

keep up with the influx of visitors.
The local government is taking action to combat these problems. Aside from raising tourism-related tax,

the government has been promoting 14. . Hopefully, highlighting those hidden gems and sites off the

beaten path will reduce overcrowding at certain spots. However, in other cases, the emphasis is on much
15. measures, such as banning all outside visitors from the residential neighborhood of Hanami Koji.

It is hoped that visitors will learn to be responsible while they are awed by the city’s attractions.

11. (A) still (B) some (C) few (D) many
12. (A) Attending to (B) Stemming from (C) Contributing to (D) Accounting for
13. (A) adequately (B) scarcely (C) ineffectively (D) sincerely
14. (A) inexpensive bargains (B) popular landmarks
(C) package tours (D) alternative destinations
15. (A) tougher (B) brighter (C) lighter (D) heavier

5 16. 2 20. [ RREAH
During the blueberry season, this delightful little fruit captivates many people in Taiwan. They can

bereadily 16. at not only convenience stores but also online outlets. From ice cream and smoothies

to tarts and cheesecake, blueberries are practically everywhere, seemingly 17.  an essential part of
the local culinary scene.

Certain key considerations will help one become a successful blueberry farmer. Firstly, selecting
suitable blueberry varieties is important because different varieties require different soils and climates.

18. , both “Rabbiteye” and “Southern Highbush” flourish in Taiwan’s typical mild springs and humid

summers and produce better yields than others. Also, while blueberries require ample water during their
growth, excessive 19. can damage their roots and cause them to rot. It is thus essential to adjust

watering frequency wisely. Finally, blueberries must be pruned diligently in order to  20.  their growth

and health. It is clear that only with sufficient effort and patience can high-quality blueberries be

successfully planted.

16. (A) reliable (B) flexible (C) available (D) sensible

17. (A) became (B) become (C) becoming (D) have become
18. (A) Therefore (B) Secondly (C) By comparison (D) For instance
19. (A) abundance (B) moisture (C) cultivation D) fertilizer

20. (A) absorb (B) sustain (C) distinguish D) recover
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Most of us are no strangers to board games. Board games provide a(n) 21. platform for multiple

players to experience various scenarios as a pair or a group. They 22. game boards, cards, dice, and
other mediums to facilitate entertainment through structured rules and interactions. Curious players can
choose from a wide variety of themes and plots covering _23.  such as mystery, romance, adventure and
o on.

Not only do board games _ 24, diverse target audiences, but they have caught on because of their
various functions. In fact, board games are even applied in psychotherapy as they offer 25. an
innovative and enjoyable way to explore and solve problems. For example, one board game simulates
the process of _26. development while allowing players to explore their inner selves and causes for
their feelings of negativity. Another cooperative board game requires players to _27. , which helps
foster trust, communication, and team spirit. Through board games, players can undergo psychological
growth and therapy in a natural and laid-back manner.

Even with these advantages, negative 28. are not unheard of about using board games in

therapy. Some people argue that they are unable to replace traditional and mainstream psychotherapy
methods, for they only play a(n) 29. role. What’s more, some board games are believed to  30.

feelings of anxiety or competition, and thus require guidance and management by professionals. Therefore,
when board games are applied in psychotherapy, it is essential for therapists to carefully consider their

positive and negative impacts.

(A) stir up (B) utilize (C) emotional (D) supportive (E) participants

(F) cater to (G) collaborate (H) interactive (I) evaluations (J) genres
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Serving as the host city for the Olympic Games is a highly contested honor with the multitude of
benefits. 31. Moreover, visitors attending the events boost local and domestic businesses. It is also

a hard-earned opportunity for the host city and country to showcase their technological advancements
and cultural heritage to the world.

To be crowned the host city for the Olympics involves passing a rigorous selection process governed
by the International Olympic Committee.  32. The committee then assesses those proposals based

on various criteria such as existing infrastructure, financial capabilities, and commitment to Olympic
values. Shortlisted cities undergo further inspection and deliberation before the final decision is made.

However, with such an irresistible glory also come downsides and controversies from time to time.
33. That is, some cities are believed to have bribed officials to win their favor. Besides, construction

projects specifically meant for the Olympic events can cause environmental degradation, displacement
of communities, and labor exploitation.  34. Managing the stadiums hence places a tremendous
burden on the government budget. All things considered, it is reasonable to conclude that despite the

allure of hosting, the decision remains a difficult issue with complex trade-offs.

(A) In fact, the bidding process itself is not immune to accusations of corruption and lack of transparency.

(B) Ironically, many of these venues fall into decay after the games due to a lack of use.

(C) Cities put in detailed bids outlining their plans for venue construction, transportation, security, and
sustainability initiatives.

(D) The mission requires extensive infrastructure upgrade, which guarantees job creation as well as increased

investment.
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In recent years, slow jogging, or super slow running, has become increasingly popular among fitness

enthusiasts. This form of exercise emphasizes low-intensity and long-duration running, aiming to improve
endurance and reduce the risk of injury by slowing down the running pace. This slower pace helps runners
maintain a steady heart rate and reduce cardiovascular strain, which ensures comfort and relaxation
throughout the run.

Slow jogging is suitable for a wide range of people, including beginners just starting to run,
middle-aged and elderly individuals, and fitness enthusiasts looking to improve their endurance through
low-intensity exercise. It is also a great option for those recovering from injuries or with chronic health
conditions, as it is less impactful on joints and muscles. However, it’s seldom suggested for athletes
seeking high-intensity training or needing to quickly improve speed and strength. __0___

Slow jogging requires a gentle running technique without excessive strain. You can start with a 5
to 10-minute warm-up of brisk walking or light stretching. Maintain an upright posture and jog at a pace
slightly faster than walking to ensure that you can hold a conversation comfortably. Take short strides,
land softly beneath your center of gravity to minimize joint impact, and focus on deep, rhythmic
breathing. Before you wrap up your exercise, cool down with slow walking and stretching. If you’re
new to running or aiming to reduce injury risk, try incorporating it into your routine a couple of times a week.
The benefits are consistent, and it’s never too late to start. Remember, slow and steady wins the race!

Several important tips should be kept in mind for people considering slow jogging. Runners should
wear proper running shoes for support and cushioning, perform warm-ups and stretches to prevent injury,
maintain good posture to reduce pressure on the back and knees, and stay hydrated, especially in hot
weather. Avoid pushing yourself too hard, as this can lead to injury, too. With the correct method and
steps, super slow running can not only enhance physical fitness but also bring peace and joy to the mind.
35. What is true according to the passage?

(A) Slow jogging requires not only a slower pace but also a shorter length of time.
(B) Slow jogging causes lesser strains on joggers’ body compared with regular jogging.
(C) Slow joggers spread their legs widely while moving at a steady pace.
(D) Slow jogging credits most of its popularity to its vital impact on weight loss.
36. Which of the following sentences is best put in _0__ in the second paragraph?
(A) “Slow jogging may bore them, but the long-term rewards can leave them speechless.”
(B) “They will do well to engage in sprinting and strength training exercises instead.”
(C) “Convinced of the benefits, they often advise fellow runners on how to make the most of it.”
)

(D) “Slow jogging is, after all, designed with their particular needs in mind.”



P FRAALAEE LML AR RS AL :ﬁ e

37. How does the writer present the information in the 3 and 4™ paragraphs?
(A) By comparing and contrasting different modes of jogging.
(B) By suggesting ideal practice venues for potential slow joggers.
(C) By informing readers of how to do slow jogging properly.
(D) By specifying who is most likely to benefit from slow jogging.
38. Which of the following topics or issues is NOT covered in this passage?
(A) How frequently beginners can do slow jogging.
(B) How to stay safe when doing slow jogging.
(C) Precautions before taking up slow jogging.
)

(D) Common sports injuries for slow joggers.

55 39. & 4. R

Surprisingly, well-meaning tree-planting projects are actually endangering vital ecosystems across

Africa. Research indicates that an area the size of France is threatened by forest restoration initiatives
taking place in unsuitable landscapes. The African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative, for instance,
aims to plant trees on 100 million hectares by 2030, primarily in savannahs, which are characterized by
scattered trees and vast open spaces dominated by grasses.

Scientists caution that this scheme may disrupt or destroy these intact savannah ecosystems. According
to the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization, forests are categorized as areas with more than 0.5 hectares
of land, trees taller than five meters, and a tree canopy cover of at least 10%. Under this definition,
open-spaced ecosystems with scattered trees, such as savannahs, are also classified as forests and meet
the standards for reforestation — even if they are not appropriate for such interventions. Adding more
trees to these areas will increase canopy cover and reduce the amount of light that reaches the ground
below, which can alter the grassy environment of the savannah. This poses a threat to rich wildlife in
Africa like rhinos and wildebeest, as well as to people who depend on these ecosystems.

Experts emphasize the need for appropriate restoration practices tailored to each ecosystem. Kate
Parr, a professor of tropical ecology at the University of Liverpool, highlights the urgency of revising
definitions to prevent savannahs from being confused with forests, since the misclassification of non-forest
systems like savannahs as forests has resulted in mismanagement and their consequent inappropriate
restoration with trees. Dr. Nicola Stevens from the University of Oxford adds that such large-scale tree
planting is often funded without adequate assessment due to the urgency of forest restoration. Therefore,
ensuring rigorous evaluation and monitoring of all tree-planting initiatives is imperative to avoid undesirable
ecological consequences. Another potential solution is to establish protected reserves of savannahs to
prevent future tree-planting efforts. Scientists and researchers are certainly racing with time, to keep

more nature from being harmed in the name of conservation.
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39. Which of the following is the BEST title for this passage?
(A) “The Unexpected Consequences of Tree-Planting in Africa’s Savannahs”
(B) “Positive and Negative Impacts of Tree-Planting on African Rhinos’ Habitat”
(C) “Forest Conservation Efforts Across Various Tropical Regions”
(D) “Why It Is Nearly Impossible to Save African Ecology from Collapsing”
40. What is NOT true according to this passage?
(A) Currently, there are efforts to restore the plant life in Africa.
(B) The African continent boasts a diverse range of wildlife.
(C) Africans are mostly reaping the benefits of their conservation efforts.
(D) Restricting future forest restoration plans in Africa is one potential option.
41. What is the author most likely to say about planting trees in Africa?
(A) “You should always stand in people’s shoes to engage them”
(B) “A picture is often worth over a thousand words.”
(C) “Fortune favors the bold and the courageous.”
(D) “Sometimes the road to disaster is paved with good intentions.”
42. What can be inferred from the two experts quoted in the last paragraph?
(A) Savannahs are supposed to fall into the same category as forests as in other tropical countries.
(B) Inappropriate tree planting results from the fact that forest restoration is considered a pressing matter.
(C) Careful evaluation of the plans will not necessarily ensure the success of future tree-planting projects.
)

(D) With sufficient funding and resources, forest restoration plans will stand a greater chance of success.

5 3. & 0. FE RRELH

In Geel, a small town in the Flemish region of northern Belgium, caring for the mentally ill follows

a surprising approach. Since the 14™ century, Geel has had a tradition of welcoming individuals with
mental disorders into foster families, allowing them to live like ordinary people. Legend has it that Saint
Dymphna, who had escaped to Geel and was martyred there, inspired this informal yet structured system.
This unique care model has now become institutionalized and was included in the UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage list in 2023.

In Geel, individuals with mental disorders can live with foster families and participate in their daily
activities. These days, around 100 individuals with mental disorders live with volunteer foster families in
Geel. These foster families not only provide a warm home environment but also receive the supervision of
professional medical institutions, with social workers regularly visiting and assessing the patients’ conditions.

Despite the significant success, Geel’s care system still faces several challenges. For example,
foster families receive a monthly subsidy of 1,200 euros for each patient they host, which can hardly
cover the expenses. Second, the conditions of individuals with mental disorders can be complex and
variable, requiring continuous professional medical support. Additionally, as society changes, youngsters

may lack interest in becoming foster families.
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While still not perfect, this Belgian system serves as an ideal model for Taiwan to follow. Currently,

certain communities in Taiwan have started promoting “Community Support Homes,” where individuals

with mental disorders interact with community residents, with professionals on the side. For now,

the greatest obstacle lies in the attitude of the residential neighborhood. Many residents still harbor

misconceptions and prejudices against people with mental disorders, which can lead to resistance against

such initiatives. Hopefully, public education campaigns aiming at reducing such stigma and increasing

awareness about mental health issues could help garner community support and facilitate the successful

integration of these homes into more neighborhoods across Taiwan.

43.

44.

45.

46.

Which of the following set of information is mentioned in the passage?

a. International recognition of a care approach.

b. Government support for the mentally ill.

c. The financial reward for the foster family.

d. Various versions of how the tradition came about.

e. How locals perceive those with mental health issues.

f. Major sponsors for the foster care system.

(Ab.e. f. B)a.c.e. (C)c.d.e. D)a.d.f.

Which of the following is most likely the writer’s purpose of writing this passage?

(A) To offer solutions to the heavy burden on the national health insurance.

(B) To highlight how Taiwan can be a role model for treating people with poor mental health.

(C) To recommend a practice that embraces the mentally ill in the community.

(D) To raise public awareness of the importance of regular health examinations.

Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?

(A) Areas with more high-income households experience less discrimination.

(B) Initiatives proposed by the government come with sufficient funding.

(C) Designated facilities for the mentally ill are more ideal than foster families.

(D) Efforts are made in Taiwan to accommodate those with mental health issues.

In which of the following blanks can the word “stigma” be placed, as used in the last paragraph?

(A) “Without the social _ associated with mental health issues, patients would be capable of
living like the rest of the public.”

(B) “The opening of the community mental health center brought desired _ for people seeking
to reduce their caretaking duties.”

(C) “The government announced increased _ for community mental health services to improve
facilities and services.”

(D) “The new community care program provides realistic __ to help staff offer more effective

treatment.”
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Both Biblioteca Vasconcelos and Tama Art University Library are famous libraries that stand out in more

ways than one. Please read their introductions and answer the following questions.

Biblioteca Vasconcelos

Tama Art University Library

It is situated in the Buenavista neighborhood
of Mexico City. Designed by architect Alberto
Kalach, the library showcases a modern style,
blending steel and glass to create a structure that
is both sturdy and transparent. The facade features
large glass panels that show the surrounding
environment. Yet, the interior of Biblioteca
Vasconcelos features a vast, modern space with
towering, open bookshelves and connecting
staircases, creating an awe-inspiring and airy
atmosphere filled with natural light.

This library is well-known for its extensive
collection, which includes over 500,000 books
and other materials. In addition to its impressive
collection, the library houses multimedia rooms, a
music hall, and exhibition spaces, frequently hosting
cultural events and lectures. One of the standout
features is the “Library of Plants,” a unique reading
area filled with greenery and natural sounds,
allowing readers to enjoy their books in a soothing
atmosphere.

Fans of Biblioteca Vasconcelos often express
high praise for its modern facilities and the bright,
spacious reading areas. However, some visitors

do mention that the large size of the library can

make it difficult to find specific books at times.

In Hachioji, Tokyo, Tama Art University
Library stands as a testament to the creativity of a
renowned architect, Toyo Ito. The library’s exterior
is notable for its wavy roof and organically shaped
windows, which mean they come in natural or
irregular shapes. The building is decorated with
white aluminum panels that have tiny holes, creating
a lace-like pattern. This adds elegance and a
modern touch to the structure. Inside, the use of
wood and glass creates a warm yet contemporary
atmosphere, with huge, bright reading areas and
plenty of comfortable seating.

The library’s primary focus is its rich collection
of art and design books. The collection includes
numerous art monographs, design resources, visual
arts books, and related periodicals, making it an
invaluable resource for art students and researchers.
The library also boasts dedicated exhibition spaces
and regularly hosts various art exhibitions and
events, drawing many art enthusiasts.

Visitors to Tama Art University Library often
commend the unique architectural design and the
extensive art collection. Students, in particular,
find the environment highly conducive to study and

creativity, often experiencing bursts of inspiration.
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47. Which of the following pictures is Biblioteca Vasconcelos? (2 473 )

48. What are the two separate words that refer to the front or the outside part of a building in the two
passages? (F§% - 4493)

49. Which following statements are true according to the passage? ( Z3ERH » 4 43)
(A) Both libraries are internationally ranked as favorite tourist attractions.
(B) Both libraries boast plenty of room for people who want to read.
(C) Both libraries are models of environmentally-friendly architecture.
(D) Both passages mention areas for improvement.
E) The writer prefers Biblioteca Vasconcelos to Tama Art University Library.

(E)
(F) Visiting Biblioteca Vasconcelos can be a feast for the eyes as well as the ears.
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facilitate v. {E3#E catchon phr. BERIT 0 FEN
psychotherapy n. [ EIEE  simulate v. 15k

cooperative adj. &fEHY  foster v. 5% | (R

undergo v. &KFE ; 882 (GBS  laid-back adj. $EFRAY  EFHRHY
mainstream «adj. JEfREY  guidance n. $52 ; ¥55]
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34. B) H¥HE I HRS
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DUHERRIE — A B AT S TR E B A » IPJEB)HY these
venues °
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contested adj. ¥PHY multitude n. % ; KE

showcase v. /R heritage n. EE ; #4f

rigorous adj. BHAEAY 5 BEEEY bid v. /0. 134

initiative n. 18 assess v. FEfh

criteria n. FE¥E ; R (criterion §YFED

infrastructure n. FEEEI commitment n. K ; JEA

shortlisted adj. AEHY ; {%3EAY  inspection n, REL

deliberation n. FEEZVE ; B iresistible adj. FEHIERN

immune adj. Y RNEZEEN  accusation . T‘:f’”

corruption n. JBRY ; &5T transparency n. 3EHH  bribe v. BEEE

degradation n. B4k exploitation n. FIH| venue n. B

stadium n. B8EH  allure n. 5[] trade-off n. HEMW
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BETHANESEY > R RS — LR long-duration T R4}
&, @ OR$51Y > KRS = EIRE] Take short strides
PEREUNE R, DRERIER - BEEENERENSE
=% land softly beneath your center of gravity to minimize
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36. (B) ®HE P
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37.C HHHE 5
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DFEHTEHEA A2 RMEMAYAEE -
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FEEFE 0 I EETEOIRE T DB EEEC) -
38.D) #HE
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O LA DIRIER -
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enthusiast n. ZAF3% intensity n. 3875 duration . FF4ERGRY
endurance n. fifJ7 cardiovascular adi. [ IR
strain n. FEJ) chronic adj. $&MEAY  impactful adj. FEEEH
joint n. RHEN brisk adj. B
posture n. ZEE  stride n. H{k
gravity n. 87 rhythmic adj. HEiEN
incorporate v. 45%& consistent adj. —EHY
cushioning n. EE{ER hydrated adj. /KDY
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I e BETE R Y pressing matter T AEVIHYEERE ) -
BT - AR
well-meaning adj. HPRZ=ER  restoration n. K18
initiative n. $+2 primarily adv. FEEHE

savannah n. RER ; FMER (FFF)

scheme n. & intact adj. SEEEHY

hectare n. N (EFEEAL » FER—EEHARD)

canopy n. 18{5F intervention n. T8

tailored adj. BB FHIAY urgency n. B
misclassification n. $EER4ME  scale n. HE ; #E
imperative adj. YR

in the name of phr. DL---#J435 conservation n. {7:&  RE
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AR BB SIS - ME BV ERETRREH
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martyr v. fBZU-t ; i institutionalized adj. #{E{LHY
intangible adj. fEZHY  ROBHERY  foster n. &
supervision n. E5E ; B institution n. {81 HIE
subsidy n. #llE variable adj. VBT 5 BBy

residential adj. JEFAY 5 (£FH  harbor v. FH
misconception n. ERfiF 5 $EERES
resistance n. J&PL campaign n. JEE stigma n. [T
garner v. &5 facilitate v. {2

prejudice n. HE

; {E{FF] integration n. &
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B B TRINCRIZER] S ERCEHOREERL  FEE
1525 One of the standout features is the “Library of
Plants,” a unique reading area filled with greenery and natural
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atmosphere. ©
EEY - AR
architect n. ZEELEN steel n. 41 sturdy adj. EX[ERY
transparent adj. #BBHRY facade n. TEHE ; INE
interior n. B PYERZERE]  spacious adj. BERLHY
testament ». F5BH ; RES exterior n. NI SN
notable adj. BEENY irregular adj. FBHHY  aluminum . $8
contemporary adj. E{CHY monograph n. ERHE{E
periodical n. BT commend v. ¥ conducive adj. FBIFHY
BEELy - JREEEE
— ~ g
1. For(For the sake of / In the interest of ) future generations (generations to
come), // reducing (decreasing) plastic waste (trash / garbage / rubbish)
// in our daily (everyday) life // is an important mission (task / job).
2. Many (Several / Numerous / A large number of) restaurants and drink
(beverage / tea) shops // will (would) provide (offer) discounts or
coupons, // to encourage (in order to encourage / so as to encourage /

5 E PR

with an eye to encouraging / with a view to encouraging / for the
purpose of encouraging) customers (consumers) // to bring their (own)
container(s).
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T IR
Upon graduating from high school, T aspire to embark on a backpacking
journey across Europe. This ambitious adventure will start with careful
planning, including saving sufficient tour budget, obtaining necessary
visas, arranging accommodations, and charting a flexible itinerary. I’ll
begin my grand tour from a vibrant city like London or Paris, and envision
immersing myself in diverse cultures, exploring historical landmarks,
and indulging in local cuisines. Traveling by train and occasionally
camping in picturesque countryside spots, I aim to experience the richness
of Europe’s landscapes and connect with fellow travelers along the way.
This journey holds profound significance for me as it symbolizes
the transition from adolescence to adulthood and the end of my high
school period. It represents independence, exploration, and personal
growth as I navigate through unfamiliar territories and interact with
people from various backgrounds. Moreover, exploring Europe’s rich
history and diverse cultures will broaden my perspective and deepen
my understanding of the world. I anticipate this journey with excitement
and readiness to embrace new experiences, hopefully marking it a
memorable milestone in my life’s journey.
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1. The teacher’s strict look was enoughto  the misbehaving students into silence.
(A) intimidate (B) persuade (C) encourage (D) console

2. According to the news, an 300 Taiwanese victims have been tricked into working for job
scams in Cambodia this year.
(A) enormous (B) estimated (C) ethical (D) enlightening

3. The community showed great  for the victims of the natural disaster by organizing relief
efforts and donations.
(A) sympathy (B) indifference (C) endurance (D) hostility

4. Due to unexpected , the train was delayed for over an hour, causing inconvenience to the
passengers and disrupting their travel plans.
(A) endeavors (B) accumulations (C) circumstances (D) rehearsals

5. The college graduate decided to  her application from the job position after receiving a better
offer from another company.
(A) revise (B) obtain (C) propose (D) withdraw

6. Adam was thrilled to find a(n) _~ antique watch at the flea market, carefully crafted with delicate
details.
(A) accurate (B) authentic (C) relevant (D) comparative

7. As Jane talked about her promising new project with strong passion, Jeremy couldn’t help but notice
the  inher eyes.
(A) despair (B) contempt (C) outrage (D) sparkle

8. The team achieved  success in the competition, thanks to their strategic planning and great
teamwork, which allowed them to win the championship.
(A) intensive (B) partial (C) tremendous (D) vigorous

9. Regular exercise and a balanced diet can help ~ excess weight and improve overall health.
(A) accomplish (B) eliminate (C) acquire (D) explode

10. Speeding and driving _, the man should undoubtedly take full responsibility for the severe

car accident.

(A) recklessly (B) cautiously (C) dominantly (D) spontaneously
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As Christmas is around the corner, you may hear a lot of Christmas songs, including some classics

and the album, Everyday is Christmas. This is the eighth studio album and the first Christmas album

by the Australian singer-songwriter Sia, who often wears a wig that hides her face to protect her privacy.

Everyday is Christmas features Christmas songs, released with ten tracks in 2017 11. . Then

it was reissued in 2018, 2021, 2022 with extra tracks added each time. Youmay 12.  “Santa’s Coming
for Us,” “Snowman” and “Candy Cane Lane,” to name a few.

_13. for being changeable and inconsistent, the album is compared to “opening a gift where
someone has forgotten to remove the tags.” Besides, some describe the album as “vaguely festive.”
However, ABC News praises the record, 14.  Sia for designing the album for those who are turned
off by the so-called holiday classics.

Sia’s voice is considered deep, playful and powerful; some critics even comment that her throaty,

slurred vocals can deal with melancholy and obsession. Due to her artistry, she has been nominated
for the Grammy Award nine times, and 15. the MTV Video Music Award in 2014. She is by all means

a distinct singer-songwriter.

11. (A) finally (B) roughly (C) undoubtedly (D) initially

12. (A) get accustomed to  (B) get along with (C) be familiar with (D) be suspicious of
13. (A) Criticize (B) Criticizing (C) Criticized (D) To be criticized
14. (A) complimenting (B) upgrading (C) facilitating (D) discouraging
15. (A) was to win (B) won (C) winning (D) should win

55 16. 2 20. 5H B RE4H

The legal status of virtual currencies differs from country to country and is still not defined in many

countries. While some countries have allowed their use and trade, others have restricted or 16. them.

There are good reasons why they don’t circulate universally. For one thing, these currencies receive
17. , including lack of stability in their price, high and dynamic transaction costs, poor security and

fraud at exchanges, etc. Apart from these problems, mining virtual currencies requires an enormous amount
of electricity, 18. a large carbon footprint, which sparks off greenhouse gas emissions.

For another, virtual currencies, such as Bitcoin, are not reliant on any central authority like a
government or bank.  19. , they are designed to function as a means of exchange via computer networks.
When a virtual currency is created prior to its issuance, it is generally considered decentralized. Implemented
with decentralized control, these currencies utilize the blockchain technology to serve as a public financial

transaction database. In this way, virtual currencies can be seen as a form of revolutionary innovation,

as they 20. and function independently of traditional central authorities. In a word, the legality and

impacts of virtual currencies are still controversial around the world.
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16. (A) proclaimed (B) prohibited (C) promoted (D) projected

17. (A) prompt treatment (B) practical advice (C) constant temptation (D) widespread criticism
18. (A) resulting in (B) resorting to (C) deriving from (D) setting off

19. (A) Moreover (B) Accordingly (C) Otherwise (D) Instead

20. (A) vibrate (B) cooperate (C) operate (D) elaborate
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Scams are getting more and more sophisticated. Scammers keep up to date with things that are in

the news, and use government schemes people might have heard of but aren’t familiar with to create new
scams. The tactics used by scammers and fraudsters can 21. from someone knocking on your door

to a nuisance phone call. In recent years, the Internet and advances in digital communications have made it
easier for scammersto 22. you and steal information. If you happen to find yourself in the following

situations, you may have already 23. the most common types of scams. One of them is spam emails
pretending to be from your bank. Another is texts claiming that 24. is required for a package to

be delivered. As for the “mum and dad” scam, scammers using WhatsApp pose as family members in

order to 25. victims into transferring money.

Knowing what to 26. when it comes to scams is one of the best ways to protect yourself. Here

are some tips. Do not open emails from people you don’t know or click on any links in an email or

a message unless you are sure it is safe. Scammers often use a = 27. variation in spelling or logo to

lure you. In addition, secure your personal information. Never give out personal information. This can

be used to steal your 28. and access accounts. In particular, you should never share your full PIN

or password with anyone. Speaking of passwords, use strong ones, for they are  29. to online security.

Also, keep your software up to date and install software that provides antivirus, firewall, and email
filter services. Finally, stay 30. of the latest cyber threats and learn how to avoid them. You can

never be too careful when it comes to protecting yourself and your finances.

(A) informed (B) vary (C) payment (D) slight (E) come across
(F) identity (G) target (H) critical (I) manipulate (J) look out for
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The 2024 Paris Olympics Opening Ceremony was a breathtaking event that made a significant mark

on Olympic history. Athletes paraded along the Seine River on boats, which turned the entire city into
a spectacular stage. The ceremony was a vibrant display of France’s diverse cultural expressions and

artistic inclusion, emphasizing a message of global unity.

31.  On the roof of the Grand Palais, an opera singer Axelle Saint-Cirel performed “La

Marseillaise,” while near the Eiffel Tower a footbridge was transformed into a catwalk for a French
fashion showcase. Another opera singer, accompanied by French heavy metal band Gojira, performed
“Ah! Ca ira,” a symbolic song of the French Revolution. ~ 32. It not only highlighted the nation’s

spirit of resilience but also symbolized France’s blend of classical heritage with contemporary evolution.
Additionally, symbolic acts, such as a portrayal of Marie-Antoinette holding her head, creatively mixed
historical narrative with modern art.

Artistic inclusion was another key theme, reflected through the performances of a diverse range
of artists. ~ 33. Lady Gaga, singing in French, added a global touch, while Aya Nakamura brought
a fresh, urban energy with her dynamic performance. Celine Dion delivered a powerful rendition of
Edith Piaf’s “Hymn to Love” with the Eiffel Tower in the background. Another performance featured
drag queens, dancers, and models mimicking Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last Supper. The wide range
of different styles and expressions demonstrated the event’s commitment to inclusivity, celebrating a
broad range of artistic talents.

Overall, the 2024 Paris Olympics Opening Ceremony was an exceptional display of cultural and

artistic diversity.  34.  This event not only set a positive tone for the Games but also showcased the

power of art to unite people across different cultures.

(A) A notable performance dedicated to Notre Dame’s restoration team used traditional ballet alongside
modern street dance.

(B) International stars’ performances enhanced the global atmosphere and reflected the multicultural
nature of the Olympics.

(C) It successfully merged traditional and modern elements, celebrating the inclusivity of French culture
while embracing global artistic expressions.

(D) There were several performances highlighting cultural diversity by honoring significant French historical

events and modern influences.
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On the battlefield, soldiers not only need to be equipped with high-quality weapons but also require

defensive armor to shield themselves from enemy’s attack. The muscle cuirass was a type of armor in
ancient times designed to fit the wearer’s core part of the body and mimic an idealized male figure. Its
design, imitating the human body, was inspired by the concept of heroic nude in Greek art.

Originating in late Archaic Greece, the muscle cuirass became widespread in the 5™ and 4™ centuries
BCE. The earliest known depiction of such gear dates back to around 470-460 BCE on a sculptural
warrior’s upper body on the fort of Athens. Although the Greek historian, Polybius, didn’t mention muscle
cuirass in his description of the types of Roman armor, archaeological evidence suggests that it was worn
in combats. The combat suit was made in two pieces, the front and the back, then hammered together,
weighing around 25 pounds. Initially made of bronze, it was later crafted from molded leather so that
the bulky outfit became much lighter for quick moves.

Muscle cuirasses are frequently portrayed in Greek and Roman art, worn by generals, emperors,
and gods. Roman sculptures often feature highly decorated and delicate muscle cuirasses with mythological
scenes. In contrast, simpler versions of the armor were worn by the soldiers on the battlefield, most of
whom were officers or commanders. There were various types of the Roman officers’ protective
equipment, with decorative leather at the armholes and lower edges serving as “uniforms” to distinguish
senior officers.

Unlike in ancient Greece, the muscle cuirass in the Roman Empire was a symbol of wealth and
status, and its value lay in its capacity to impress. During the later stage of the Roman empire, various
types of armor more suitable for combat were already widespread, but only the muscle cuirass, ornamented
with fancy designs, could showcase the extraordinary status of its wearer. For example, Roman emperors
in sculptures frequently wore highly embellished muscle cuirasses, symbolizing their mastery over the
world, with elaborate decorations unique to Roman cuirasses and not found on Greek ones.

35. Which of the following pictures best illustrates the image of the muscle cuirass?

D)
Eas
36. Which set of words is used to refer to muscle cuirass in the passage?
a. protective equipment b. intricate designs c. bulky outfit d. gear
e. the armor f. uniform g. combat suit h. heroic nude

(A)a,b, h B)d,e, g C)b,c, D)c,e, h
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37. Which of the following aspects about muscle cuirass is NOT discussed in the passage?

(A) Its maintenance. (B) Its development. (C) Its functions. (D) Its materials.
38. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “embellished” in the last paragraph?

(A) Recommended. (B) Beautified. (C) Captured. (D) Documented.

% 39. 2 2. EREE

“Thinking, Fast and Slow,” authored by Nobel laureate Daniel Kahneman, explores the dual processes

that govern human thought: System 1 and System 2. System 1, or “fast thinking,” is automatic, intuitive,
and often operates subconsciously. It allows us to make quick decisions and judgments without much
deliberate thought. This system is responsible for tasks like detecting hostility in a voice, solving simple
math problems, or driving a familiar route. Its operations are fast and effortless but can be prone to errors
and biases. On the other hand, System 2, or “slow thinking,” is deliberate, analytical, and conscious.
It is engaged when we focus on complex tasks requiring mental effort, such as solving complicated math
problems, evaluating a job candidate, or comparing different investment opportunities. While more
reliable, this system is slower and more labor-intensive, often requiring significant cognitive resources.
Kahneman’s book delves deeply into how these systems interact and influence our decision-making
processes. He highlights numerous cognitive biases and errors stemming from overreliance on System 1,
such as the availability heuristic that people judge the likelihood of events based on how easily examples
come to mind, or the anchoring effect, which deals with how initial information can strongly affect our
perceptions and decisions. Another significant theme in “Thinking, Fast and Slow” is the inherent flaws
in human intuition. Kahneman explains that while System 1 can be highly efficient, it is also prone to
systematic errors. These errors often occur because System 1 uses heuristics—mental shortcuts that
simplify decision-making. While heuristics can be useful, they can also lead to predictable mistakes.
Kahneman’s insights have profound implications not only for psychology but also for economics,
medicine, and public policy. By understanding the differences between fast and slow thinking, individuals
and organizations can improve their decision-making processes, reduce errors, and soften the impact
of cognitive biases. Ultimately, the book provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the
complexities of human thought and the mechanisms that drive our judgments and decisions.
39. What is the purpose of this article?
(A) To distinguish the two thinking systems for understanding human cognition.
(B) To justify Kahneman’s insights on the fields of psychology and public policy.
(C) To claim that System 1 thinking is faster and more efficient than System 2 thinking.
(D) To introduce a book about thinking systems and their impacts on decision-making.
40. According to the passage, which of the following tasks is System 1 likely responsible for?
(A) Reading between the lines.
(B) Planning a detailed project timeline.
(C) Recognizing a familiar face in a crowd.
)

(D) Writing an in-depth experiment report.



i

170 g FAFAELRER LML U Z LS HCEFY

\
7

41. In what way can System 2 minimize the flaws existing in human intuition?
(A) By relying solely on detailed analysis.
(B) By reducing the need for cognitive effort.
C
D

42. What can we infer from this passage?

) By making quick decisions under pressure.

) By consciously correcting the errors from System 1.

(A) System 2 should be used for all decisions due to its reliance on deliberate thought.

(B) The interaction between System 1 and System 2 may result in a balanced approach.

(C) System 1’s quick and effortless nature makes it impractical for everyday decision-making.
)

(D) The efficiency of System 1 is always preferred over the accuracy of System 2.

55 43. B 46. T BREAR

Does making food out of thin air raise your eyebrows? The world’s first “air-protein,” called Solein

and created by the Finnish start-up Solar Foods, received approval from the Singapore Food Agency in
2022. This year, the company launched its commercial-scale Factory 01 in Finland, with plans to
introduce products to the EU and US markets by 2025. Solein, a mustard-yellow powder, is a pure and
nutritious protein containing all essential amino acids.

Solar Foods produces Solein using sophisticated machines powered by solar energy. The process
involves feeding microbes with carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen extracted from the air. This
bioprocess essentially resembles yogurt or wine fermentation with sugar replaced by these gases. Solein
production is the first food production method entirely independent of agriculture.

Studies have pointed out that agriculture contributes to approximately 30% of greenhouse gas
emissions and 70% of global water use, with negative impacts such as land degradation and waterway
pollution. In contrast, Solein production requires just 10% of the land and 1% of the water needed for
producing an equivalent amount of meat protein, with only 1% of the associated greenhouse gas emissions.
It also eliminates the need for fertile land, animals, or photosynthetic plants, which makes it uniquely
scalable. Production can occur anywhere, including harsh environments like deserts, Arctic regions,
and even space.

Moreover, Solein’s versatility allows it to take on various shapes and flavors. With Solein incorporated
into affordable foods, we will only need one-tenth of the current agricultural land yet produce sufficient
protein-rich foods to meet global demands. Consequently, Solein is increasingly seen as a solution to
climate change and food scarcity. Also, its potential for space-based production could support long-term
space missions, enabling more effective human exploration of the universe.

As Solar Foods pioneers this revolutionary method, other alternative proteins derived from plants,
cells, or microorganisms also promise sustainable food production. Tomorrow’s menu might include
dairy products made from fermented milk cells, plant-based desserts enriched with milk fat, or
bioreactor-produced chicken breast filets. The world is swiftly approaching a global food production

transformation aimed at feeding the growing population sustainably.
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43. According to the passage, which of the following statements is accurate?
(A) Solein production uses 100 times less water and 10 times less land than animal farming.
(B) Solein is created by feeding microbes with gases from the air, using sugar as a nutrient.
(C) Solein comes in a form of mustard-yellow powder, which can only be consumed directly.
(D) Solar Foods plans to limit Solein production to areas with tropical climates and barren soils.
44. How does solar food production compare to agriculture?
(A) It requires more land and water but emits less greenhouse gas.
(B) They both depend heavily on land conditions and water availability.
(C) They both require animal and photosynthetic plants to produce protein.
(D) It is independent of fertile land and can occur in extreme environments.
45. Where is the text most likely to be found?
(A) In an advertisement for a new restaurant menu item.
(B) In a scientific research paper on farming practices.
(C) In a journal focused on cutting-edge food innovation.
(D) On a website discussing pros and cons of scientific advancement.
46. According to the passage, which of the following is an opinion, NOT a fact?
(A) Tomorrow’s menu might include dairy products created through advanced sustainable methods.
(B) The process of making Solein basically mimics traditional fermentation methods.
(C) Solein production is more energy-efficient than animal or plant-based food production.
)

(D) The scalability and independence from fertile land make Solein a solution for food production.
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To communicate and debate more effectively, it is important to understand and avoid various fallacies

that can block rational thinking. Among these, the appeal to authority and ad hominem fallacies are two

that frequently appear in debates and discussions.

The appeal to authority fallacy occurs when
an argument is deemed true or valid solely because
it is backed up by an authority figure, even in
the absence of strong evidence or reasoning.
Regardless of the argument’s truth or the authority
figure’s fame or respect, the importance of solid
evidence can’t be dismissed. Expert opinions alone
don’t constitute unquestionable proof, particularly
if the individual cited isn’t a legitimate authority
on the subject. This means the expertise of the
authority or the relevance of that expertise to the
point at issue are in question. For instance, a
person might claim that a particular diet is the best
simply because a famous celebrity approves and
endorses it. This reliance on the celebrity’s status,
rather than on scientific evidence or nutritional
data, leads to the acceptance of claims without
proper examination, discourages critical thinking,
and spreads misinformation. Recognizing the
appeal to authority fallacy helps encourage critical
thinking and skepticism, prompting us to seek

out and evaluate the actual data behind claims.

The ad hominem fallacy involves attacking
the person making an argument rather than
addressing the argument itself. This type of
fallacy diverts attention from the substance of the
debate and instead focuses on irrelevantly casting
doubt on the opponent’s credibility through
irrelevant personal attacks. For example, one
might discredit a critic’s review of a movie by
saying, “You can’t trust John’s review on this
movie. Look at how poorly he dresses!”” However,
John’s taste in dressing is logically irrelevant
to the quality of his movie review. This attack on
the opponent’s personal character or actions
ignores the merits of their argument and prohibits
productive discussion. The ad hominem fallacy
can be particularly damaging as it shifts the focus
from the ideas being discussed to the individuals
presenting them and prevents a fair evaluation
of the arguments. By separating personal
attacks from logical critique, we can ensure that
discussions remain constructive and centered on

the issues at hand rather than on the individuals

presenting them.
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The appeal to authority fallacy occurs when an argument is accepted uncritically as true

based on the 47. and support of an authority figure rather than on evidence, while the ad

hominem fallacy involves 48. an argument by attacking the person making it.
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49. From (A) to (F) below, choose the ONES that are true for both the appeal to authority and the ad
hominem fallacies. ( 2%%ERH » 4 47 )
(A) Misleading people by substituting the reputation of a figure for solid evidence.
(B) Reminding us that even specialist views must be backed by proof and logical reasoning.
(C) Guaranteeing that the reputation of the person presenting an argument is beyond question.
(D) Distracting attention away from the core reasoning and evidence of the main argument.
(E) Denying a claim by attacking the person making it.
(F) Representing significant obstacles to rational discourse.
50. Please identify the fallacies according to the passage: (f§% » 2 47)
Jack: I think it is important to enforce minimum-wage legislation so that workers are not exploited.
Paul: Nonsense. You only say that because you just can’t get a good job!

Which fallacy is committed in this conversation?
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fallacy n. 2%

appeal n. FfFEER

authority n. FER,

dismiss v. JHE

legitimate adj. &7EHY

approve v. gaH]

endorse v. HE
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divert v. ##f%

discredit v. {#---SLL(5HE
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1. (1) As the Internet // is accessible / available almost everywhere, //
many people prefer playing online (on-line) games // to participating
in outdoor activities.

(2) With access to / availability of // the Internet almost everywhere,

// many people would rather play online (on-line) games // than
take part in outdoor activities.

2. (1) However, WHO regards // being addicted to online (on-line) games

// as a kind of mental illness // (,) which can cause depression.

(2) Nevertheless, WHO considers // addiction to online (on-line) games
// (to be) a kind of mental illness // (,) which can lead to depression.
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Online reviews have become popular for deciding on restaurants,
attractions, and products in recent years. One of the main advantages
is the wealth of information they provide. By reading others’ experiences,
people can get a sense of what to expect, which helps in making informed
decisions. However, while the system can save time and money, reviews
can be misleading. People’s opinions vary greatly, and what might
be a negative experience for someone could be enjoyable for another.
Additionally, relying on online opinions can also limit spontaneity, as
one may end up choosing only places with a large number of reviews,
missing out on less-known but equally great options.
Rather than reading the reviews online, I would prefer to rely on
my instinct and just boldly give a promising-looking place a try. Once, a
friend of mine chose a popular tourist spot based solely on positive online
reviews, only to find it overcrowded and lacking the charm the reviews
promised. Nevertheless, on a recent trip, I stumbled upon a small,
family-run café that had no online presence but turned out to be a surprise
find where the food and the view were equally wonderful. The pleasant
surprise is exactly why I enjoy discovering new restaurants and attractions
on my own, rather than being influenced by online comments. By doing
so, I can make my adventures more personal and memorable.
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